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NORTH ATLANTIC MILITARY COMMITTEE 
COMITE MILITAIRE DE L'ATLANTIQUE NORD 

Standing Group Groupe Permanent

REGRADED NATO UNCLASSIFIED 

Per Authority 1MSM-431 -98 
B y J ^ C Q i^ c fc a  Date .Ô T Æ .Ï 3

SGM-116-59

24 February 1959 
Pages 1 - 2 ,  Incl,

MEMORANDUM FOR: Ministry of Defense, 
Ministry of Defense, 
Ministry of Defense, 
Ministry of Defense, 
Ministry of Defense, 
Ministry of Defense, 
Ministry of Defense, 
Ministry of Defense, 
Ministry of Defense, 
Ministry of Defense, 
Ministry of Defense, 
Ministry of Defense,

Brussels, Belgium 
Ottawa, Canada 
Copenhagen, Denmark 
Paris, France 
Bonn, Germany 
Athens, Greece 
Rome, Italy 
Luxembourg, Luxembourg 
The Hague, Netherlands 
Oslo, Norway 
Lisbon, Portugal 
Ankara, Turkey 
London, England

SUBJECT :

Ministry of Defense,
Secretary of Defense, Washington, D.C. 
Supreme Allied Commander, Europe 
Supreme Allied Commander, Atlantic 
Channel Committee
European Communications Security Agency 
Basic Submarine Code

i f

1. A Basic Submarine Code has been approved for use within 
and between the military forces of the member nations of the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization.

2. The Basic Submarine Code is intended primarily for use 
as a back-up system to the TSEC/fcL-7 machine. The Code is un­
changing and, to provide security, must be used in conjunction 
with a literal one-time pad. Only one edition of the Code, AMSP 
610(A), will be produced. It will be used for both training and 
operations.

3. European member nations, SACEUR and CINCHAN are re­
quested to submit requirements for AMSP 610(A) to the European

$
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Communications Security Agency (ECSA), who will forward them to 
the Standing Group Distribution and Accounting Agency, Washington 
(DACAN). Canada, the United States and SACLANT are requested to 
submit requirements direct to DACAN.

4. The one-time pads to be employed with this code will 
provide maximum security of communications but will limit the 
flexibility of the system. One central command in an area will 
hold one ENCIPHER pad and in addition will hold a distinctive 
DECIPHER pad for each submarine in the net. Each submarine will 
hold one ENCIPHER pad and a common DECIPHER pad which will be a 
duplicate of the central command's ENCIPHER pad. This will allow 
two-way communications between tht central command and any sub­
marine in the net but will not allow lateral communications be­
tween individual submarines except by going through the central 
command.

5. Requirements for editions of literal one-time pads in 
the two holder series (AMSP 2OO2), and in the multiple holder 
series should be submitted through the channels .indicated in 
paragraph 3 above. The following multiple holder series are 
available :

AMSP 2OO5 (1 OUT, 4 IN)
AMSP 2006 (1 OUT, 9 IN)
AMSP 2OO7 (1 OUT, 24 IN)

6. Five advance copies of the subject code will be pro­
vided each National and Command Distribution Agency.

FOR THE STANDING GROUP:
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<T. H. EAMAN  ̀ "
Colonel, Canadian Army 
Depûty Secretary
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