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The USAF assigned maintenance of the KL-7 to Teletype Maintenance personnel rather than 
the crypto specialists, probably because the machine was primarily mechanical, with only a 
handful of vacuum tubes controlling the electronic portion. Aside from the training I received 
in tech school, my experience with the KL-7 came while serving in an Air Force Security Service 
communications center at Kadena Air Base, Okinawa. 
 
Only two members of our Teletype Maintenance Group held the security clearance required 
to work in the Security Service Office (SSO). I was one of them, and the other was an NCO who 
outranked me. So, it was easy to guess who got dispatched to the SSO whenever there was a 
problem, especially at night or on weekends, or whenever routine preventive maintenance 
was due. 
 
Most of the traffic passing through the SSO was processed by KW-26 crypto equipment. 
Occasionally, however, a message would emerge from the KW-26 still encrypted in five-letter 
groups. When that happened, the hard copy from the teletype machine, Kleinschmidt 
equipment throughout this communications center, would be torn off and taken to an office 
adjacent to the comm center, where it was handed to the officer on duty. The door would 
then be closed, and the officer and the NCO on duty would decode the five-letter groups using 
the KL-7, which was kept in a safe in that office. 
 
I periodically performed routine preventive maintenance on the KL-7, including cleaning the 
contacts and replacing the ribbon when necessary. During my 18 months at Kadena, I never 
had to make a repair to the KL-7 in the SSO, even though I'm sure it was used every day. I do 
know it always seemed to be in use on the days I was in the SSO maintaining the teletype 
equipment. 
 
An SR-71 was stationed at Kadena during my tour, and on the days it launched missions there 
always seemed to be a noticeable increase in traffic moving in and out of the SSO. I can only 
assume that much of that traffic was related to the SR-71, particularly the doubly encrypted 
traffic, which always seemed much heavier on mission days.  
 
Our teletype shop wasn't far from the runway's end, where the hangar was that housed the 
SR-71. When those engines started -  and you couldn't miss that sound - and you wanted to 
see it take off, you had better get outside quickly, because it wasn't on the ground for long. 
The SR-71 made almost daily flights over Vietnam, and possibly even China. 
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More information on the KL-7 is available at the TSEC/KL-7 ADONIS & POLLUX webpage. 
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